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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  should  wish,  first  of  all,  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  late  Dr.  E.  D.  Alien-Price 
who  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  over  thirty  years,  but  who  died 
early  in  1966. 

Dr.  Alien-Price  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  Cancer  Research  work  in 
West  Devon,  for  which  he  was  known  nationally  and  internationally,  and  his 
publications  were  frequently  quoted  in  medical  journals.  It  is  sad  that  his 
final  research  results  were  unpublished  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  keen  and 
enquiring  mind,  however,  had  also  engaged  in  other  researches:  notable 
among  them  being  the  disease  of  poliomyelitis.  He  was  perhaps  the  first, 
certainly  in  this  country,  I  believe,  to  realise  the  enteric  mode  of  spread,  and 
published  a  paper  emphasising  this,  in  1952  (in  the  Journal  of  The  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  entitled  “The  Incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  West  Devon  during  the 
past  fifteen  years”)  in  which  he  put  forward  this  theory.  Without  doubt  he 
was  a  noteworthy  and  outstanding  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  always  put 
the  health  of  the  community  under  his  care  first  and  foremost,  without  fear 
or  favour. 

I  now  beg  to  submit  my,  necessarily  brief,  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1965,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


SECTION  “A” 
General  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  786 

Population  -  1951  census  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,899 

Population  -  1961  census  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,864 

Estimated  home  population  -  mid- 1965  .  .  3,840 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,325 

Rateable  value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..^113,386 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^453 

Loan  Debt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^246,841 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

33 

22 

55 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths 

45 

37 

55 

82 

Live  Births 

Number 

55 

England 
and  Wales 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  .  . 

14.3 

18.0 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

«  •  •  • 

16.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

•  •  •  • 

— 

Still  Births: 

Number 

•  •  •  • 

One 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

17.8 

15.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . .  .  .  56 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  . .  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
births  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  36.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  . .  .  .  . .  36.4 


19.0 
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Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  .  .  .  .  — 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate: 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  18.2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate: 

(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live 

births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate: 

(still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 


births) 

35.7 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

Deaths: 

Number  of  deaths 

82 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

21.4 

11.5 

Corrected  death  rate 

16.3 

Population  Mid-year 

Birth 

Death 

Year  Population 

Rate 

Rate 

1961  .  .  .  .  3,800 

12.6 

18.1 

1962  .  .  .  .  3,800 

12.1 

21.3 

1963  .  .  .  .  3,800 

11.0 

19.4 

1964  .  .  .  .  3,840 

16.4 

23.5 

1965  .  .  .  .  3,840 

14.3 

21.4 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : 

Cancer 

9 

Vascular  Diseases 

11 

Coronary  Diseases 

16 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

11 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

Pneumonia 

11 

Bronchitis 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases 

4 

Age  at  Death  Table: 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Under  4  weeks 

1 

— 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 

— 

1 

1  - . ' 

1 

— 

5- . 

1 

— 

15-  . 

1 

1 

25  -  . 

— 

— 

35  -  . 

— 

— 

45-  . 

4 

— 

55  -  . 

6 

3 

65  -  . 

11 

8 

75  and  over 

20 

24 

45 

37 

4 


SECTION  “B” 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

There  was  no  change  in  the  general  provision  of  the  health  service  apart  from 
the  completion  of  the  new  Devon  County  Council  Clinic  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Memorial  Hospital,  Okehampton,  and  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

Ambulances 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  under  delegated  powers  from  the  local 
health  authority,  provide  a  twenty-four  hour  cover  for  the  district  as  a  whole. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

Instead  of  the  annual  visit  each  year  in  early  summer,  the  Unit  now  visits 
Okehampton  regularly  once  a  fortnight  for  an  hour.  Three  hundred  and  forty- 
three  persons  attended  and  no  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  found.  The 


following  abnormalities  were  detected: 

Tuberculosis  healed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Acquired  Cardio  Vascular  disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Non  Significant  Abnormalities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Being  investigated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  17 


Devon  County  Council  Clinic 

The  Clinic  serves  the  Rural  District  as  well;  during  1966  the  building  is  to 
be  extended  to  include  General  Practitioner  Services  and  will  ,jthen  become  a 
Health  Centre,  with  Orthopaedic  and  Chest  Clinic  sessions  in  addition. 

War  Memorial  Hospital 

During  the  year  ninety-four  babies  were  born  in  the  hospital: 

Okehampton  Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Okehampton  Rural  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Other  Districts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Sixty-five  per  cent  of  the  total  births  registered  to  the  Okehampton  Borough 
took  place  in  the  War  Memorial  Hospital. 


SECTION  “C” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
Water  Supply  Sources 

Mr.  Young,  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has  supplied  the  following 
information  on  his  Board's  progress  during  the  year: 

“Extensive  works  have  been  carried  out  in  Okehampton  Borough  follow¬ 
ing  their  amalgamation  with  the  Board  (1st  April,  1965). 

Many  valves  have  been  installed  on  the  mains  of  the  existing  system,  and 
several  mains  extensions  and  renewals  have  been  carried  out.  Records  and 
plans  are  being  prepared  as  investigations  continue. 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  at  the  two  intakes,  Red-a-venn  and 
Black-a-venn,  and  water  is  now  available  from  Red-a-venn  for  the  first  time. 
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Restoration  work  has  been  carried  out,  and  continues  at  Brackentor 
Works  including  cleaning  out  the  reservoir.  Old  Spring  supplies  have  been 
capped  off. 

Waste  detection  and  bulk  meters  are  being  installed,  and  many  supplies 
to  consumers  are  being  metered. 

Satisfactory  samples  have  been  taken  throughout  the  period.” 

Rainfall 

Rainfall  figures  for  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows : 


1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Cranmere 

97.95 

68.00 

87.93 

83.85 

81.85 

Newbridge 

75.60 

53.50 

65.60 

57.61 

65.80 

Filter  Station 

59.02 

41.26 

54.39 

44.92 

52.03 

Pleasure  Gardens 

62.03 

41.57 

54.55 

44.42 

50.00 

Dry  Days  (no  rain) 

147 

178 

156 

164 

157 

The  driest  months  were  February,  October  and  April  and  the  wettest 
December,  January  and  November  and  the  heaviest  rainfalls  were  1.76 
December  18th;  1.51  January  13th;  and  1.33  December  17th. 

Sewerage 

A  scheme  to  provide  a  modern  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  Borough  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year. 
Unfortunately,  however,  after  a  local  investigation  the  Ministry  have  decided 
that  the  scheme  may  not  be  proceeded  with  for  the  time  being  due  to  the 
restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  set  by  the  Government. 

The  deferment  of  the  provision  of  this  essential  service  is  much  to  be  deplored 
and  while  the  need  for  economies  is  appreciated  it  is  felt  that  the  provision  of 
proper  sewage  disposal  facilities  for  almost  four  thousand  people  should  be  of 
prime  importance. 

Public  Conveniences 

These  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year  and  the  employment  of  a 
part-time  lady  cleaner/attendant  at  the  Fairplace  Gardens  Ladies’  Conven¬ 
iences  during  the  summer  months  again  proved  successful.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  arrangement  will  now  be  continued,  particularly  in  view  of  the  annual 
increase  in  summer  traffic  and  visitors. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  two  treatments  of  the  sewer  systems  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  operator  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries,  and  Food  Such  treatments  are  ensuing  effective  control  and  rat 
infestation  of  sewers  now  found  is  very  small.  Eight  complaints  have  been 
received  and  dealt  with. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  self-ignition  of  the  tip  which  has 
caused  considerable  problems  in  the  past.  It  is  therefore  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  report  that  no  major  problems  of  self-ignition  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

The  problem  of  obtaining  adequate  top  soil  for  covering  material  remains, 
although  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  difficulties  eased  slightly.  It  is 
anticipated  that  with  the  commencement  of  the  Pikes  Mead  Housing  Estate 
early  in  the  new  year  adequate  soil  should  be  available  to  carry  out  major 
covering  of  all  tipping  faces. 

By  not  burning  the  refuse  and  having  difficulties  in  obtaining  top  soil,  the 
danger  of  rat  and  fly  infestation  is  increased.  Effective  control  is  maintained 
however  by  frequent  use  of  insecticides  and  periodic  baiting  and  treatment 
for  rats. 
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Inspection  of  the  District  and  Public  Health  Services 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  Public  Health  matters  received, 
recorded,  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  seventeen. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Complied  with 

Housing 

128 

5 

5 

Drainage 

35 

3 

3 

Food  Premises 

55 

3 

3 

Public  Conveniences  .  . 

43 

— 

— 

Sewerage 

96 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  .  . 

5 

— 

— 

Rivers  .  . 

12 

— 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

138 

— 

— 

Rodent  Control 

28 

2 

2 

Removable  Dwellings 

12 

1 

1 

Schools  .  . 

7 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 

21 

21 

6 

Premises  Act 

23 

23 

8 

Factories 

7 

5 

2 

Miscellaneous  .  , 

285 

— 

— 

Total 

895 

63 

30 

Factories’  Act,  1961 

Details  of  inspections  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Factories’  Act,  1961 
are  set  out  in  the  tables  which  follow. 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

1 

ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

40 

20 

5 

iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

9 

5 

Total 

52 

26 

5 

— 

7 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage 
of  floors 

Sanitary 

Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not 
separate 
for  the 
sexes 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
out-workers) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 
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SECTION  “D” 


Housing 

Town  and  Country  Planning  and  Building  Byelaws 

Applications  for  permission  to  develop  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Acts,  Advertising  Regulations,  Caravan  Site  and  Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Act,  1960  and  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  have  been  received  over 


the  past  twelve  months  as  follows : — 

Alterations  and  Conversions  ...  ...  ...  31 

Advertisement  Signs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Industrial  and  Shop  Premises  ...  ...  ...  9 

Of  the  above,  one  application  has  been  refused. 


Private  Enterprise 

Eight  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year. 

Improvement  Grants 

Four  applications  for  Standard  Improvements  Grants  under  the  provisions 
of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  as  amended  by  the  Housing 
Acts,  1961  and  1964,  were  received  and  approved.  Of  these,  three  have  been 
completed  during  the  year. 

Council  Housing 

New  Houses.  Preparations  have  continued  during  the  year  with  the 
scheme  for  thirty-four  houses  together  with  garages  and  car  parking  spaces 
at  Pikes  Mead,  High  Street.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  tender  of  a  Consortium 
of  Local  Builders  had  been  accepted  and  work  will  commence  early  in  the  new 
year. 

Maintenance  and  Repairs.  Normal  maintenance  and  repairs  have  again 
been  minor  in  character  and  all  except  electrical  repairs  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  maintenance  staff. 

Repairs  are  carried  out  as  speedily  as  possible  and  during  the  year  two 
hundred  and  twelve  reports  were  received  and/or  dealt  with. 

Arrangements  for  thoroughly  cleaning,  repairing  and  redecorating  each 
house  on  change  tenancy  ensure  the  incoming  tenant  taking  over  a  house  in 
first-class  condition.  Some  tenants  have  been  permitted  to  exchange  their 
accommodation  so  as  to  prevent  overcrowding  and  eliminate  under  occupation. 

SECTION  “E” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  falling  within  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  are  as  follows: — 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bread  and  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  Shops  .  2 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hotels  and  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Ice  Cream  and  Preserved  Foods 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  is  as  follows: — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage  or  potted 
or  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsound  Food 

Eleven  certificates  for  unsound  food  were  issued  during  the  year  and 
100  lb.  of  miscellaneous  food  stuffs  condemned. 

Slaughterhouse 

The  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  ceased  being  used  at  the  beginning  of 
February  and  no  slaughtering  is  now  carried  out  in  your  district. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Applications  were  received  for  licences  or  renewal  of  licences  to  slaughter, 
and  in  all  eight  cases  were  granted. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths  or  new  cases  reported  from  this  disease. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  twenty-five  cases  remained  on  the  Register,  as  follows : 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


M  F  M  F 

11  11  21 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 


Under  1 

Measles 

M  F 

Pneumonia 

M  F 

Erysipelas 
M  F 

1  . 

— 

2 

—  — 

—  __ 

2 

2 

2 

_  _ 

—  — 

3  ...  ... 

2 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

4  . 

2 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

5-9  . 

6 

2 

—  — 

—  — 

10-14  . 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

15-24  . 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

25  + . 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

Age  unknown 

2 

3 

1 

—  — 

Total 

15 

11 

1 

1 

Infectious  Diseases 

Notified 

by  School  Authorities 

German  Measles 

Mumps 

Okehampton  County  Primary  1  27 
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In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  for  their 
forbearance  and  consideration  during  this  rather  difficult  period,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  Mr.  Bennett  for  his  ready  assistance  throughout,  and  for  his  assistance 
with  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MARY  E.  BUDDING, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


l‘Z 


